
A CALL TO PRAYER 
A prayer & devotional countdown to The 

Gathering 2020 & 49th National Conference 

December 11 

 

God Longs for the Nations 
“All the nations you made are on their way, ready to give honour to you, O Lord, 

Ready to put your beauty on display, parading your greatness, And the great things 

you do— God, you’re the one, there’s no one but you!” (Psalm 86:8-10 MSG) 

I had the privilege of visiting the Solomon Islands as part of a school missions 
trip a few years back.  I remember meeting a Father there who had a 16-year-



old son who was wanting to marry his 15 year old girlfriend. I was shocked.  
My instant response was to think, “This is illegal. It’s too young to marry.” 
However, my ideology began to have a conversation with my theology.  I 

realised that Jesus wasn’t born into a western family, but that His mother, 
Mary, would have been quite young; from many sources she was between 

12-15 years old.  Now, I don’t know about you, but that messes with my 
head; especially having a daughter.  So, there I was in the Solomon Islands, 
having this conversation with myself about the clash of cultural norms that 

was put before me.  It made me think about the cultural diversity that exists 
on our beautiful planet. So many cultures.  So many “norms”.  Yet, it also 

made me think about another culture that I shared with that Father.  You see, 
we were both citizens of the Kingdom of God, and that Kingdom has its own 
culture.  And one day all the nations of the earth will come and worship 

before the Lord.  Revelation 7:9-10 describes it this way… ‘9 After this I 
looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation 

belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
God started with one culture – Adam and Eve AND God – perfect 

relationships. And God’s heart is for One Culture again.  The Kingdom of 
God.  God longs for the nations (1) To know Him together (Mark 13:10 – The 
Gospel must be preached to all nations before Jesus returns), (2) To praise 

Him together (Psalm 67) (Rev.7:9), (3) To serve Him together (Gal. 3:23-28 – 
all one in Christ) (Isa.19:25 – Israel, Assyria, Egypt).  Jesus’ prayer was for 

God’s will to be done ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’  Our citizenship is in 
heaven, and we eagerly await a saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Phil.3:20).  God longs for the nations….that’s why Jesus died on the cross!  

To restore our relationship with God, that all people from every nation might 
be one together IN Christ.  Have a listen to one of Jesus’ greatest prayers… 

John 17 - “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, 
just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you 
gave me, that they may be one as we are one.”  (John 17:20-22).   After that 

prayer Jesus crossed the valley to the Garden of Gethsemane and soon 
arrested, tried, and crucified outside the walls of Jerusalem.  God’s heart is 
for the nations to be one in Christ Jesus.  We are from different cultures and 



countries but we have the same Father.  We are citizens of different countries 
but we are all citizens of heaven. We have our own King (Jesus), law (John 
13:34), anthem (eg. Rev.7:10), language and culture. God longs for the 

nations to become one nation under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, open my eyes, ears, and heart to what you are doing 

around me and in me. Your Kingdom, come!  Your will, be done! On earth 
just as it is in heaven.  Amen.                                                   (Rev Iain McGill) 



December 12 

 

Pray: that God may open the door of opportunity for those families, couples 

and individuals still considering attending. Pray that they may be able to 
register in time. 



December 13 

 

Pray: that God would be honoured in all. 



December 14 

 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” 
“1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. Wen he finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to 

them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 
3Give us each day our daily bread. 4Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone 

who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.” (Luke 11: 1-4 NIV) 

In Luke 11 the disciples asked Jesus- “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

Are we to assume that the disciples had never prayed before? No, they were 
raised as good Hebrew boys- they would have been praying since they could 

walk. So why ask Jesus to teach them to pray?  



As they observed Jesus’ prayer and saw his boldness, honesty and intimacy 
with His heavenly Father, they saw that His prayer was different. So much so 
that they needed to enrol into Jesus’ school of prayer.  

In response to their request Jesus taught His disciples what we know as the 
Lord’s Prayer. Jesus taught his followers (us included) to address our God as 

Father. The intimacy that Jesus exemplified, a closeness with the Father that 
His disciples had observed, was modelled by Jesus in the prayer for us. We 
also have the privilege of speaking to our Father who is in heaven, whose 

Name is holy.  
Our God is Creator, Lord, Judge and King, and yet Jesus chose to teach us to 

speak to Him as Father. Prayer involves building a relationship with our God. 
That close relationship that Jesus lived with His Father is our precious 
privilege. Make time now and every day to spend time with your Father. 

Grow to know Him with more closely and, like the disciples, be asking the 
same thing, “Lord, teach us to 

pray.”                                                           (Rev KB)   



December 15 

 

A misconception of prayer- “Prayer is pointless, God’s will is decided.  
“Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as 

people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid 

food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still 

worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? 

Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 

another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 5 What, after all, is 

Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as 

the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 

God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.8 The one who plants and 

the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to 

their own labour. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s 



building. 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, 

and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no 

one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 

hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 

to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s 

work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is 

burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as 

one escaping through the flames.” (I Corinthians 3: 1-15 NIV) 

This is the idea that God has decided everything before hand- what some 

people refer to as a closed universe. If God works that way, then there is no 
use talking to Him, because He has already decided what will happen.  

Have you ever been asked for your opinion at work? Your boss asks what you 
think about an idea or a change in how things are done. You give your best 
ideas and suggestions- and your boss might even listen carefully. Only to find 

out later that the decision had already been made.  
Some people feel that prayer is like that- prayer is pointless, if God has 

decided already.  
In 1 Corinthians 3:9 the Apostle Paul spoke of the church as “God’s fellow 
workers.” Paul’s understanding is that we do actually have a listening ear with 

God, as His fellow workers.  
Even the prayer that Jesus’ taught us in Matthew 6 is an encouragement to 

pray for God’s kingdom to come (Matt 6:10) - implying that we can ask for, 
seek out and work for God rule in the world. “Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done.” Again, Jesus taught us to pray that God’s will would be done. God 

made us as human beings with a will that can challenge His will. We are 
called to pray for God’s will to be done on earth- as it is in heaven. Prayer is 

not pointless- prayer involves getting to know God well enough that we 
know how to pray for His will.  
We have the awesome privilege of being God’s fellow workers- working for 

His Kingdom and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.        (Rev KB) 



December 16 

 

Pray: for deep connection among the National Church and partners in 

mission. 



December 17 

 

A misconception of prayer- prayer must be answered, if I claim it.  
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So 

when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you 

give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you. 5 “And when you pray, do not be like 
the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 



pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do 

not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation,[a] but 

deliver us from the evil one.[b]’ 14 For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 

forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins”. (Matthew 6: 
1-15 NIV) 
It is a misconception to think that we can name it and claim it and God is 

obligated to give us what we ask. Our Pentecostal brothers and sisters can 
teach us a thing or two about praying with passion, praying with faith, and 

prayer with expectation. But we should get nervous when prayer is portrayed 
as a done deal. That what we ask for must be done.  
Jesus taught us to pray- “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.” Not my will 

be done, but God’s.  
A few years ago my brother and sister in law were in Melbourne. They 

wanted to go to a church in the city, so we all headed off. At the church that 
day the pastor was calling people forward for prayer who had cancer, 
tumours and terminal illness promising that God would heal. The pastor’s 

challenge was to claim the answer from God- and it would be given.  
The pain was obvious for my brother and sister in law because they had 

pleaded with God to heal their oldest son, but he had died of a brain tumour. 
Thousands of faithful people had joined my family in praying for healing, and 
yet a young man had died. I think that is a misconception of prayer- that God 

is somehow obligated to do what we ask.  
Prayer is somewhat mysterious in that sometimes God will answer with 

miraculous healing, and at other times does not. That does not mean we give 
up praying- we pray all the more and trust that our Father in heaven who 
loves us has heard, even though He might not do what we ask.  

Why God does not answer every prayer for healing is a big question. But that 
does not stop us from praying and making big requests of God- including 

prayer for miraculous healing. But it is a misconception to think that God has 
to answer every prayer the way he asks it.                                           (Rev KB) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%253A+1-15+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23296a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%253A+1-15+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23296b


December 18 

 

Welcoming the Unwelcome 
Parable of the Great Banquet 

“15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is 

the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 16 Jesus replied: “A 

certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time 

of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 

everything is now ready.’ 18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 

‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 “Another 

said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 

Please excuse me.’ 20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 21 “The 

servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 

became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of 

the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 22 “‘Sir,’ the 



servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 23 “Then the 

master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 

come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited 

will get a taste of my banquet.’” (Luke 14:15-24 NIV) 

The story in Luke’s Gospel was told at a dinner that Jesus attended. When a 

guest says to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom 

of God” v.15, in reply, Jesus tells the Parable of the Great Banquet. The 

statement that prompted the parable is key. The man who prompted this 

response was looking forward to dining in the Messianic kingdom, subscribing to 

the popular notion that only Jews would be a part of it. The parable Jesus tells is 

aimed at debunking that notion. 

The invited guests, the Jewish nation, were whom the kingdom (banquet) was 

prepared for but when Jesus came preaching that the kingdom is near (Matt. 

4:17) He was rejected. The excuses for skipping the banquet are laughably bad. 

No one buys land or oxen without seeing it first. All the excuses reveal insincerity 

on the part of those invited. The Jews of Jesus’ day had no valid excuse for 

spurning Jesus’ message; in fact, they had every reason to accept Him as their 

Messiah. 

So the invitation is extended to the down-trodden and those considered 

‘unclean’ and the Gentiles, and to the ends of the earth. 

Recently, I was speaking with the 16 year adopted son of some good friends 

who I hadn’t seen for years. His nails were painted; he was wearing a pink fur 

and telling me about his Louis Vuitton handbags. He knew more about 

handbags than I did. I did not want to flinch as I spoke with him, as I wanted to 

communicate God’s love, welcome and acceptance. It struck me, today, he 

would be whom Jesus wanted to welcome before the ‘religious’.  

Today, who are the ‘unclean’, the outcasts, the ‘sinful’ that Jesus would welcome 

with open arms? Who today would refuse his invitation? What would be their 

excuses? In our churches, whom are we setting the table for? How do we set the 

table to welcome the ‘unwelcome’ in our community? What might be some of 

the barriers we erect that would stop people coming? 

Pray: Lord God, please guide us as we wrestle with these issues that impact on 

our society. Please show us how to love, to welcome, to accept and to extend 

hospitality to the ‘unwelcome’ in our society just as you did. May we never let 

our own prejudices get in the way of living out the gospel message and loving 

those who most need it in our hurting world?  In Jesus Name, Amen.       

(Pastor Ange van der Leeuw) 



December 19 

 

Pray: for wisdom for delegates & leadership 

 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 

wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life 

worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according 

to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and 

giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you  to share in the 

inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from 

the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14 NIV) 



December 20 

 

Jesus should be before all of our “Abrahams” 
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” (John 8:58 

NIV) 

The question I want to ask us today is not, necessarily, what do we have in 
common, but what should we have in common? Answer? Jesus’ Lordship!  

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth…before Abraham was born, I AM.” (John 
8:58).  Jesus should be before all our “Abrahams”.  To the Jewish person, 
Abraham meant a lot of things; (1) He was literally the biological father of the 

Jewish nation. (2) God made a covenant with Abraham and promised an heir 
to him at an old age. (3) God promised him blessing and protection. (4) 



Abraham was the example of faith & obedience. (5) They saw Abraham as the 
highest-ranking human in the Kingdom of God. 
These Jews that Jesus is talking with were holding so tight to their ‘father’ 

Abraham that they missed the God of ‘their father’ who was speaking face to 
face with them.  You see, concerning Abraham, to the Jewish mind, you 

couldn’t get any higher in the Kingdom of God…unless you were God!  Jesus 
said, “I tell you the truth…before Abraham was born, I AM.”  In no uncertain 
terms Jesus is stating that he is superior to Abraham, and that would mean 

only one thing: He must be claiming to be Yahweh, the I AM, the Creator 
who was and is and is to come…the One.  In the most basic sense Jesus says 

that (1) He has no beginning and, (2) He began the beginning. 
It seems that some people don’t like that….it seems that it’s okay to say that 
Jesus was a great moral teacher and a wonderful example of how we should 

live, BUT GOD!!?  I wonder if we can learn from the Jews in this instance. You 
see, they were siding with a clay pot in an argument with the Potter! I wonder 

if we’re a little like the Jews here.  Do we have any “Abrahams”?  Are there 
things in our life that shape us?...that help us to form our identity?...that help 
us to know our place in the “Big Picture” of God’s story? Jesus said…Before 

Abraham was… IAM! 
Before the first day of creation…. “I AM” - Before any church, denomination, 

pastor, sermon or Bible.... “I AM” - Before you had an opinion about Jesus, 
before anyone had an opinion…”I AM” - Before any doctrine… “I AM” – 
Before any culture or race…. “I AM” - Before any theology or theological 

textbook….“I AM” – Before you started to begin to try to explain God using 
cool words like ‘Omnipresent’ ‘Omnipotent’ and ‘Omniscient’…. “I AM” - 

Before any prayer groups or interest groups or men’s or ladies groups….“I 
AM” - Before any covenants….“I AM” - Before any Christians….….“I AM” - 
Before any words were spoken….“I AM” - Before your morning devotion 

time….“I AM” - Before you were two cells getting together in a dark little 
room….you get it!   

Jesus is before anything you can imagine… but is He?  Jesus states that he 
has greater supremacy in the Kingdom of God than Abraham does – which 
makes him God. But, is He supreme in your life? That is the tough question 

we all must ask ourselves.  Your role as a Christian in this world is a waste of 
time if Jesus is not supreme.  Your ministry is a waste of time if Jesus is not 

seen as supreme in it.  Your parenting will be desperately lacking if Jesus is 
not supreme in it.  Your relationship with your spouse will suffer if Jesus is not 
supreme in it.  Your pastoring a church will be ineffective if Jesus is not 



supreme in it.  Your singing hymns and choruses is a waste of time if Jesus is 
not supreme in it.  Our religious traditions and our culture can get in the way 
unless Jesus…you get it.  In the case of our passage, for the Jews, there is 

nothing wrong with Abraham, but it’s when Abraham gets in the way of 
Jesus’ supremacy then we have a problem. 

Do you have an “Abraham” blinding you from being face to face with God?  
What shapes your identity? What governs how and why you worship?  I’m 
guessing that the one thing we all have in common – in the midst of all of our 

differences combined – is that we want Jesus to run things His way.  Jesus 
said…Before Abraham was… IAM!  Jesus should be before all our 

‘Abrahams’.  
                                                                                                 (Rev Iain McGill) 



December 21 

 

1Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 2For great is his love 

towards us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

Praise the Lord! (Psalm 117) 

The “Table of Nations’ in Genesis 10 is one of the biblical passages that 
speaks the heart of God for diversity. The diverse people groups were 
created from the debacle of the tower of Babel (Gen 11). God promised to 

bring blessings upon these nations through Abraham (Gen 22:18). In the New 
Testament gospel of salvation, Matthew traces the genealogy of Jesus to 

Abraham/David (Matt 1) while Luke traced back to Adam/Abraham (Luke 3). 
We are unable to ignore the theological significance of these biblical 
accounts to bring praises to the Lord for His concerns ‘with history and with 

the world’. The work of God in history has set a foundation for ‘international 



growth of national diversity’. We will appreciate David Atkinson’s expression 
of the truth, that … 
All human people, even of different national and cultural identities … are of the 

same origin, have the same dignity, and belong in the same world. This 

undercut all human divisiveness based on nationality, culture and race. However 

good, however rich national and cultural diversity can be, it should never be 

allowed to cloud the more fundamental fact that all human people share the 

same nature, breathe the same air, live on the same earth, and owe their life to 

the same God.  1

Therefore, it is appropriate to call upon all nations to give praise to the same 

God.  Psalm 117 is one of many Psalms that calls upon all of humanity to 
praise the name of the Lord.  All nations owe their life to God and they owe 

their praises to Him as well.  The apostle Paul delivered an apologetic in 
Athens that was bold and straight to the point:  
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 

and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. And he is 
not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself 

gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man he 
made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth … (Acts 
17:24-26). 

As we ponder on Psalm 117, we ponder on God’s eternal mercy and eternal 
truth. We join the psalmist to praise God highly, to look back and look forth 

to His love and faithfulness. We look at what the cross and the resurrection 
mean to us and to God’s redemptive purpose for all nations (John 3:16).   
Gracious Lord, 

We pray for awareness of your heart for diversity that includes people of 
varied backgrounds, ethnicities, and socioeconomic classes. May your grace 

help us forgo our pride and help us to cultivate sacrificial and intentional 
ways in building up our community of diversity.  Lord, help us to take hold of 
this biblical vision and the benefits to flourish the church. Keep us in your 

missional will and may all that we are doing glorify your holy name.  Amen. 

Rev. Susan Lee (3/12/2019) 

 David Atkinson, BST – The Message of Genesis 1-11, (Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2008), 174.1



December 22 

 

Pray: for National Superintendent Rev. Rex Rigby and the NBA 



December 23 

 

“Be Kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32) 

In Revelation chapter 7, John witnessed a beautiful scene of gathered people 
from diverse nationalities: 
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands.” (Rev 7:9) 

And the multitude of diversity stood together as one community of God and 
worshipped with one voice: 
“And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (Rev 7:10) 



Paul did not get to read the book of Revelation and he did not hear what 
John heard: “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb,” (Rev 7:14). However, he knew the dynamic of the formation of God’s 
church - the foundation of love towards God and among the people. He 

preserved in admonishing those who had believes in Jesus to love one 
another so that l can stand together before the throne of God to worship in 
one accord. John Scott emphasised that “We should welcome the kind of 

qualities that characterise the behaviour of God and his Christ. We should 
love one another.”  2

John Wesley’s leadership was endlessly challenged and on such trouble that 
developed in the Fetter Lane society was the insistence that members should 

be free to speak their minds on any topic that came up for discussion. While 
that seemed to be a fair request, however, not all contributions were helpful. 

For example, it was noted that: “One young man, for instance, began to 
assert that since God did everything, those who desired to become 
Christians should not pray or read the Bible or do anything; they should 

simply sit back and let God do his work.”   Most of us would not agree with 3

this young man! 

Gracious Lord, 
You have loved your church through all diversity of languages and cultures, 
and through all kinds of disagreements and troubles. We give you praise and 
thanks for your graciousness and for your great love. Lord, we pray that you 
will grant us this empowering grace to be able to express our differences 
with kindness and respect to others. Even if we do not agree with one 
another, help us to maintain cordial relationships in the good will that you 
have bestowed upon us, to stay faithful and true to your teaching, and to 
worship as one household of Christ Jesus. 
In Christ’s precious name we pray. Amen. 

Rev. Susan Lee (1/12/19) 

 John Stott, BST: The Message of Ephesians, (Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2008), 190.2

 Stephen J. Poxon, Through the Year with John Wesley, (Oxford: Monarch Books, 2017), 146.3



December 24 

 

Strength Through Forgiveness  
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give 

us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one.’ (Mathew 6:9-13 NIV) 

The part of what’s called ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ which speaks about asking 
forgiveness as we also forgive others, shows how our relationship with God 
and with others is closely linked. 

We come to God asking for forgiveness, while holding to the hope that 
forgiveness of others has been achieved. 



It is a common thought that the offender should ask for forgiveness before 
the one offended can be expected to accept the apology and grant 
forgiveness. But here (and especially in parables on forgiveness) Jesus asks 

the one wronged to forgive the one responsible, even if there has been no 
confession of guilt. God forgives us. We have wronged Him. 

Jesus Christ, on the cross, did exactly this. He asked God to forgive those 
who crucified Him. They did not ask for forgiveness...they did not 
apologise...yet He asked God to forgive them. Let’s not see that as a cry of 

weakness, but of strength. 
The fact of forgiveness being a daily need (like daily bread) is often inferred 

in this prayer. We know all too well that this is the case though. 
Without putting ourselves under undue pressure, if we have truly 
experienced God’s forgiveness, then we will have an inclination to forgive 

others. 
This never says that what was done was good, or right...it says that we will 

follow Christ’s example and forgive, with or without an apology. It’s a cry of 
strength. It’s for our soul’s sake.                                              (Rev Frank Lees) 



December 25 

 

Humility is one of our Identity 
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of 

you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes 

the proud but shows favour to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:5-7 NIV) 

When I think about diversity within our community, the word humility comes 
to me. I work at a Primary School as a school chaplain and I see many proud 
children in the playground. When an incident happens, each child thinks they 

are right and that they should be the centre of attention.  
Sometimes as Christian our pride, blind us. Our pastor or leader talk us about 

an issue, we don’t want to humble ourselves and listen to the pastor. When 



we don’t get what we want, we blame everyone else for it. Humility is an 
absence of pride. It is the state of being humble. “When pride comes, then 
comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2.  

In our text for today, the apostle Peter encourages us of the importance of 
humility. He says, “All of you clothe yourselves with humility towards one 

another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favour to the 
humble.” The New Testament slaves would fasten a white piece of cloth or 
apron over their clothing so others would know they were slaves. One of our 

identity as Christians is humility. We humble ourselves under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift us up in due time.  

Humility is a call to trust God. Even though you might not agree with how 
your leader leads, it is not about them, it is about you. God sees you and the 
way you conduct yourself before others is very important to God. It is 

impossible to be humble unless we humble ourselves before God 
Let us not allow our diverse community deter us from our calling to be 

humble. He knows what he is doing and if you are a bit anxious about things, 
let us “Cast all our anxiety on him because he cares for you.”      (Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 



December 26 

 

Pray: for the Holy Spirit’s anointing upon times of worship, teaching and 

seminars. 



December 27 

 

Pray: for a spirit of unity among delegates so that the world may know God 

sent Jesus. 

 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 

we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 

unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 

have loved me. (John 17:20-23 NIV) 



December 28 

 

Who is my mother and my brethren! 
“He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to 

his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does 

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mathew 

12:48-50 NIV) 

In Matthew’s gospel (12:48-50) Jesus is seen to stretch out His hand toward 
His disciples, saying “Here are my Mother and my disciples”. 

In Middle Eastern culture, this is usually done just to include the men, but 
Jesus continues by saying “For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 
is my brother and sister and mother”. 

Interestingly, this strongly suggests that Jesus’ outstretched arm towards His 
disciples meant that the group of disciples included both men and women. 



Jesus’ attitude to women is also seen through His teachings, often including 
illustrations of a male task alongside an illustration of a female task (for 
example, see Luke 5:36-39 and Luke 13:18-21). 

In fact, Luke’s gospel records 27 instances of this male and female inclusion. 
Also, in Luke 10:39 Martha is said to have “a sister called Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and heard His word (listened to His teaching)”, a clear indication 
of being a disciple (see Paul in Acts 23:3). 
Martha too must have been a disciple, because she is said to have been 

distracted by her serving, with the sense of being distracted from Jesus’ 
teaching. 

Fast forward to the Cross and the Resurrection...in Mark’s gospel account of 
Jesus’ burial (15:40-47) and Resurrection (16:1-8), the men seem to be mostly 
prominent in the burial, but the women are the ones prominent in the 

resurrection account.                                                               (Rev Frank Lees) 



December 29 

 

Pray: that all the last minute details & preparation would come together 

smoothly. 



December 30 

 

Together We Can Do It! 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptised by[a] one Spirit so as to form 

one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 Now 

if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it 

would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 

stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell 

be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as 

he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As 

it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%253A12-30+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28648a


need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the 

contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 

the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. And the 

parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our 

presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, 

giving greater honour to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no 

division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 

other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every 

part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 

part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of 

guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 

Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak 

in tongues? Do all interpret? (1 Corinthians 12:12-30 NIV) 

For three consecutive years, our rugby league senior team made it to the grand 

final of the Sunraysia Rugby League and always finished up in 2nd place. On the 

4th year we got into the grand finals. Though the team had a few good players 

with great potential, the issue was everyone played individually. Instead of 

trusting one another and working together, individuals would focus on how 

impressive they themselves performed.  

On the last opportunity, the coaches had to speak to the team before the 4th 

grand final attempt and the team was reminded that they weren’t just playing for 

themselves; they were playing for one another, their club, family and their small 

community. After four years in a row, we celebrated our first premiership win.  

Our scripture today reminds us, the body does not consist of one member but 

many. For the body to function to its full potential, it must work together. Each 

member has a special function. If that member neglects its obligation then the 

whole body suffers. Just like the rugby team.  

The church, which Christ is the head of, consists of many gifted members. The 

gifts are specifically given, as a means to edify the body, which is the church. 

Sometimes at church instead of working together for the good of the church, we 

seem to judge one another’s performance. This is shameful. Let us consider each 

other by humbling ourselves and recognising that God has placed us in the 

body, to contribute and build His church.  

We are a multicultural organisation. We have many different ethnic groups. We 

are diverse in the way we do things, but we only have one Lord, Jesus Christ 

who is the head of the church. Let us work together to build His church.                                                                                            

(Rev ‘A ‘Ale)  



December 31 

 

Pray: for safety for all travelling. 
 


