
	

	

A CALL TO PRAYER 
A prayer & devotional countdown to  

The Gathering 2020 & 49th National Conference 
 

January 1 

 

 

Kept by the Power of God through Faith 

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. Who are kept 

by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:4-5) 

 

There are two blessed truths concerning the believer being kept (guarded, protected, sustained) in salvation. One 

truth is, “Kept by the power of God” and the other is “Kept through faith”. Truly the LORD is our Keeper (Psa 

121:5). Our security in Christ should be looked from two sides. On God’s side, we know from Scripture that God will 

never fail us. By His almighty power through the resurrection of Christ, our Keeper guards and protects our salvation 

every moment of the day. Such keeping power of God encompasses not just our salvation and our spiritual 

inheritance, which Peter talked about (1 Peter 1:4). It includes all aspects of our life whether in times of peace or in 

trials. Didn't the psalmist say that the LORD is our hiding place who preserves us from trouble (Psa. 32:7)? And 

didn't the psalmist say that the LORD is behind and in front of us and His hand is upon us (Psa. 139:5)? 

 

Indeed, we have a rich inheritance kept by the Father in Heaven. However, there is a difference between the Father 

keeping the inheritance for us and the Father keeping us for the inheritance. We may have heard of rich people 



	

	

keeping a big inheritance for their children. However their children soon squandered their inheritance. All the hard 

work of the parents went to waste. What had happened? True, the parents through their hard work and investment 

kept a big inheritance safe for their children. However their children did not have the discipline to be kept for their 

inheritance. In other words, their children are not prepared for their inheritance. But our Heavenly Father is different. 

He keeps His inheritance for us and by His power, He keeps us secure to receive His inheritance. Let us put our faith 

in God who protects and guards us so that we are preserved through trials and temptations and be made ready to 

receive our inheritance. Paul prayed a powerful prayer which my wife and I have often used in my prayer – “And the 

very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). 

 

Now let us look at the other truth. Faith is the human response to God’s grace and power. Paul referred to the effect 

of God’s keeping power in presenting us “holy and unblameable and unreproveable” (Col 1:22). But then he 

followed this with “If ye continue in the faith, grounded and settled and be not moved away from the hope of the 

Gospel." (Col 1:23) We can see here two truths coming side by side – God keeps us by His almighty power and we 

keeping ourselves by our faith in Him. We all have our struggles and to many of us, living a holy and sanctified life is 

not easy. But let us trust in God’s keeping power believing, trusting fully that God is able to keep His inheritance for 

us and keep us for His inheritance as we continue to keep our faith in Him. Through the many trials of life where our 

faith is tested, let us in simple faith believe that our Keeper is holding our hands, watching us every moment and 

teaching us to put our trust in Him.  

 

Moment by moment, I’m kept in His love 

Moment by moment, I’ve life from above 

Looking to Jesus, the glory doth shine 

Moment by moment, Oh Lord, I am Thine. 

(Rev Dr PL) 

      

Pray: Lord, we thank you for our “Youth and Young Adults” in our denomination; the Wesleyan Methodist Church 

of Australia. We ask that you would continue to keep them by your power and increase their faith as they encounter 

the different challenges they face in their life journey. May they continue to grow in your Truth, through their many 

trials. Amen 

 

 

  



	

	

January 2 

 

 

“A Call to Righteous Living”.  

In the ‘Beatitudes’ we are presented with brief statements which carry profound meanings. 

Matthew’s list (Matthew 5:3-12) does not have the same balancing negatives that Luke’s list does (Luke 6:20-26), 

where the Beatitude on the poor is balanced with one on the rich; the one on hunger is balanced with one on being 

full...etc! 

It is interesting to note that in both Matthew and Luke the section that focuses on persecution contains extra 

material in the center. In both tests, the extra material begins with negatives but is balanced with positives. 

In both, a reference to Jesus Christ appears (“Son of Man” in Luke; “For My sake” in Matthew). 

Thus, the topic of persecution is given a specific, significant emphasis, with a focus on how the faithful were 

persecuted in the past. This speaks to the global church, in any age. 

Being “persecuted for righteousness’ sake” must surely include what righteousness is, namely God’s saving acts in 

history (see Micah 6:3-5 for example); the status of acceptance in His presence as a relationship (see Isaiah 54:10-17 

for example); and a lifestyle that maintains that relationship (see Job 29:14-16 for example). 

Righteousness, therefore, starts with God; and we are then declared as righteous as a free gift in salvation; which 

leads to us acting in righteousness in a lifestyle of holiness. 

Those who find themselves despised for promoting any or all of these things can legitimately claim to be 

“persecuted for righteousness’ sake”.      

(Rev Frank Lees) 

 

Pray: Lord help us the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia and all of our members, to preach “Scriptural 

Holiness” and live ‘Righteously” throughout every land. Amen  



	

	

January 3 

 

 

“Organisation Structure” 

Ephesians 5:15,16a,17b – “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.” 

 

“Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbour; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we find 

one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to love him.” 

(C.S. Lewis) 

 

Paul’s epistle to the church in Ephesus is divided into two main parts. Chapter 1-3 looks at the work of God within 

the life of the Believer and Chapter 4 – 6, looks at our responsibility as a Christian and the fruit that we should 

produce. I am reminded a lot, that we live in a society where we are being watched. Because of this fact, it is 

imperative that we consider how we live. Paul reminds us that we must live not as unwise but as wise, making the 

most of every opportunity, because the day is evil. Jesus reminded his followers that they are the light of the world. 

(Mat 5:14). The idea of the Christian being the light; is very much infused in what Paul is trying to say. Christians 

should be reflecting Jesus, in all that we do and say.  

 

Paul in his letter to the Romans, reminded the church that we are not to conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing our mind. (Romans 12:2) God has renewed us through Jesus Christ. The question is; 

what’s next? 

 



	

	

God didn’t just save us because we needed to be saved. He saved us, because it is also his plan to save others. 

Guess what, our ministry is to those whom God has placed around us. Let us not waste time being a fool, get to 

know what the Lord has called you to do. Wherever you are, use the opportunity to show God’s love to others. Be 

Christ like to all. Forgive those who have done wrong against you. Encourage the discouraged, be God’s light in this 

sinful world. If we are a Holiness movement. Let us live righteously. Be faithful.  Don’t judge. Hate the sin but love 

the sinner. Let us use the opportunity.                                                                    

(Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 

                                                                                                                                                    

Pray: God we pray for wisdom, discernment, and revelation as we serve you and others within the Wesleyan 

Methodist Church of Australia. Help us to develop an organizational structure that enables us to serve you faithfully. 

Amen  

 

  



	

	

January 4 

 

 

“Influencing the Life of Others”. Ephesians 2:14-18 

As we look around our communities we recognize that whilst many mission fields are no longer open to the Gospel, 

the mission fields have come to us. 

                 

St Paul said we are to get the gospel out by whatever means we can. First and foremost we have to win the trust 

and respect of the people from other countries, with whom we come in contact every day. 

                

 Recently while speaking to a man who has gone through a difficult divorce and family break-up, he said that one 

thing that helped him through the depression and anxiety was receiving a smile from someone. It made him move 

from feeling that no-one noticed him; that he was a nobody, to the realisation that someone actually ‘saw 

him.’  Such a small gesture (a smile) helped enormously in his recovery. 

                 

A day or so after that conversation, a neighbour happened to say that whilst shopping, she was waiting alongside a 

Muslim woman who had a toddler with her. My neighbour smiled at the little girl and gave her a tiny toddler sized 

wave. The mother noticed the gesture and said to her child “Wave to the nice lady.” 

                 

It seemed more than a coincidence that these two incidents came to my notice just before I was approached to 

contribute this devotion. I was immediately reminded of the verse in Ephesians 2: 14 where Christ is referred to as 

“our peace …and has broken down the barrier of hostility..” Maybe the Lord wants to remind us that even the small 



	

	

gesture of a smile can be used by Him to break down barriers within our community, to reach out to anyone who 

needs a gentle touch of recognition, I think it is called ‘friendship evangelism!!” We can all do it.                              

(Rev Beryl Baker)                                                                                                       

Pray: Lord help our organisation, the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia, to utilise every opportunity, to share 

your love and goodness, so that we can influence the lives of the people in our Towns & Cities. Amen  

  



	

	

January 5 

 

 

Older Adults & Families In Our Movement 

Romans 8:37-39 – No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

How often we seem to neglect our older folks and families. Our focus at times seems to be on our children and our 

youth and young adults. There isn’t anything wrong with that; but it is important for us as a church to consider our 

‘Older Adults & Families in our Church’. I have spoken to older members in our churches and they usually tells me, 

they feel neglected. Although some have been in ministry for years, once they retire, no one seems to remember 

their contribution. If we are to build the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia, we need to incorporate our older 

folks and families in our planning.  

 

Our text reminds us of the victory that we have through Jesus Christ. It tells us that we are more than conquerors 

through Jesus Christ. It is in Jesus love that we conquer. It will be through our love as a church, that our older folks 

and families will conquer. Our love will keep them connected. They will feel supported and blessed to know we 

value them so much. Jesus love is also inseparable. Love is powerful, it keeps us connected to others and let me 

remind us, people know when our love is genuine and when we are pretending.  

 



	

	

Let the victory we have through Jesus Christ, and His inseparable love; remind us of what we need to be as the 

Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia. (Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 

 

Pray: that people and families you know, young and old, will know God’s love for them, and that knowing God’s 

love will propel them toward collaborating with the church, in living purposefully for the Lord Jesus. Amen 

 

  



	

	

January 6 

 

 

“Recognizing God at Work”.  

In Luke 18:35-43, Jesus heals a blind man. It is interesting to listen to (see) the progression in how Jesus is referred 

to (especially when viewed as scenes). 

Scene 1...as Jesus draws near to Jericho a blind man is sitting by the roadside, begging. Because he hears the 

commotion he asks what is going on. The answer is that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.    

     

Scene 2 (a)...the blind man calls out “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me”. Scene 2 (b) the crowd try to silence 

him, but he continues to cry out saying “Son of David”. 

Scene 3...Jesus stops and asks what the man wants Him to do, to which the man responds with “Lord, that I may 

receive my sight”. 

 

Scene 4 (a)...Jesus restores the man’s sight and the man follows, glorifying God. Scene 4 (b) the crowd also give 

praise to God for the healing they’d seen. 

 

So...the progression moves from Jesus being called (by some in the crowd) “Jesus of Nazareth”, to Jesus being 

called (by the blind man) “Jesus, Son of David” then just “Son of David” (a clear, but rare, Messianic reference). This 

then moves to the man calling Jesus “Lord”, and on to the man (and then the crowd) giving praise to God. 

It’s interesting, because people today will also view Jesus as the crowd did, with just a cursory reference to Him. 

Plus, when someone really calls out to Jesus, some people will try to silence that call. But, when a person persists in 



	

	

calling out to Jesus (and seeing Him as “Lord”) there can be (on occasions) a change in the people 

around...hopefully recognising God at work!                                                (Rev Frank Lees) 

 

Pray: Lord thank you that you are t work in the life of your people. We pry for all our “Children” within the Wesleyan 

Methodist Church of Australia. May each child; be trained and taught, in the Principal and the Truth of your Holy 

Scripture. May they all call upon your name and invite you to be Lord in their lives. Amen.  

 

  



	

	

January 7 

 

 

A Legacy of Grace  

Caleb fought hard and possessed the land of his vision. He changed the promise of God into a possession. He 

never allowed the past to hurt the present nor to impede his progress to the future. Others might see the fight 

differently. He kept the vision alive. Finally he got what he wanted. He could then settle down with his family with his 

prized Hebron. Well, not exactly so.  

And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron …. But the fields of the city, and the 

villages thereof, gave they to Caleb the son of Jepunneh for his possession. Thus they gave to the children of Aaron 

the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer … (Jos 21:11-13) 

Wait a minute, Caleb kept the promise of God in his heart for 40 years and then at the age of 85 he possessed the 

promise of God. Hebron was the capital city of the whole area he had conquered. Hebron with its surrounding 

pasture land was to be given to the Kohathites (Jos 21:10). 

There are serious issues here which if we are in Caleb’s shoes we may not be very happy. 

Firstly, the city of Hebron and the surrounding suburbs were to be given to the Levites from the family of the 

Kohathites. We know that the Levites do not have any inheritance according to the Law of Moses. Their inheritance 

belonged to the children of Israel. They possessed from the freewill offerings of the children of Israel and that 

included the parcels of land and cities. Caleb and his descendants would inherit the surrounding areas and villages 

while Hebron and its suburbs were to be given to the Kohathites. But who were the Kohathites? We recall that these 

were the descendants of Korah who rebelled against the leadership of Moses. Caleb was a witness to such a 

rebellion.  



	

	

Caleb could have raised up a strong objection. It must have pained Caleb to know that his land was to be given to 

the descendants of one who rebelled against God. But we see grace in operation in Caleb’s life. A man of different 

spirit is never defeated by the past. In the flesh Caleb could have rebelled – “Why would I give the best part of my 

real estate which I fought so hard for to the descendants of Korah?” Grace operated in Caleb’s life. Are we willing to 

help someone or be gracious to someone who is undeserving of our help? But isn’t this what grace is all about, to 

show favour to the undeserving? Isn’t that the grace of God too? We are all undeserving of God’s love.  Caleb 

claimed the vision for the present and impart a legacy for the future – a gift to a future generation which in many 

ways was undeserving. 

Hebron was to be the city of refuge. In those days rough justice often prevailed. Suppose two friends went to the 

forest to chop trees. One raised his axe but its head flew off and hit his friend on the head and he died. By our 

standard of justice, it was an accident and our law views it as a misadventure. But in those days, rough justice 

prevailed. The family of the victim of the accident would engage someone called the “avenger of blood” to avenge 

the death of the victim by killing the person who did it even though it was an accident. 

In the days of Joshua seven cities of refuge were chosen and they were located all over Israel to enable the innocent 

person to flee to for protection.  The assembly must protect the one accused of murder from the avenger of blood 

and send him to the city of refuge to which he fled. He must stay there until the death of the high priest, who was 

anointed with the holy oil (Num 35:25). The cities of refuge was a type of Christ to whom we can run to from the 

Satan, the “accuser of the brethren” (Rev 12:10). Yes, Caleb lost Hebron. But the city given to the Kohathites was to 

be the city of refuge. It was a legacy of grace that Caleb imparted. 

All of us have a time on earth assigned by the Lord. What legacy will we leave behind? It is a serious question for us 

to consider. Would it be a legacy of faith and love that others are blessed even through the years after we have 

passed on?  

(Rev Dr PL) 

 

Pray: Lord help us as your church, to leave a legacy that would influence the lives of our younger generation, We 

pray that you would continue to equip and use our present leaders and train up leaders for the future of your 

church. Amen. 

  



	

	

January 8 

 

 

Psalm 133:1-3 

 A song of ascents. Of David.  
1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 2 It is like precious oil poured on the 

head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. 3 It is as if the 

dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.’ 

Devotional Thoughts: “That’s good teamwork!” I heard those words from my son as we watched The Minion 

Movie as a family.  The minions – though they tend to squabble and irritate each other at times (and they’re bad 

guys!) - are really great at working as a team. It’s a bit like that in the church, right? Though we each have our 

differences, we work together for a common goal – taking over the world! Wait…. evangelising the world!  We all 

are different. You don’t need a high IQ to know that.  Even in our uniformity as Wesleyans, every single person in 

our denomination has an opinion, or gift, or ability, or personality, or history, or weakness, (or fill the blank _______) 

not like you.  God’s people are different.  We have differences. We tend to differ.  We can also tend to focus on the 

differences instead of what we have in common. God is in community with Himself – kind of; Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  We use the word “Trinity” to help us to understand this relationship. The three persons are distinct, yet are 

one "substance, essence or nature" (homoousios).  Psalm 133 states that God bestows blessing upon God’s people 

who are dwelling in unity. We have been created in the image of God.  We are separate and distinct persons, yet 

are to function in community as one body with the one Spirit (Ephesians 4:4).  According to Psalm 133 blessing 

comes from above like oil and dew and this blessing comes as we function within the design of God’s creative plan 

within community.  God loves to see people with distinct and diverse personalities working together in harmony for 



	

	

His glory. When selecting a ministry team to change the world that seems to be Jesus’ MO (Modus operandi).  Just 

have a good hard look at the 12 disciples! Eclectic to say the least – though I guess they were all males; but that 

aside, they had their differences.  Yet God’s Holy Spirit got a hold of 12 different people in Acts 2. With all their 

differences combined with the Spirit of God to help them to work together for a common goal, everything changed.  

They actually began taking over the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Next time you’re watching the Minion 

movie or squabbling with a brother or sister in Christ remember, God blesses unity in our diversity, and with the 

Holy Spirit’s help “That’s good teamwork!”   

(Rev Iain McGill) 

 

Pray: Father, please lead us by your Holy Spirit. Guide each leader in our local, district and national representative 

with the power of your Spirit. We invite you to take our differences and blend them together for your glory. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen 

  



	

	

January 9 

 

 

Resources For The Wider Church 

Romans 12:6b-8 – If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; 

if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is 

to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 

“Give me all of you!!! I don’t want so much of your time, so much of your talents and money, and so much of your 

work. I want YOU!!! ALL OF YOU!! I have not come to torment or frustrate the natural man or woman, but to KILL IT! 

No half measures will do. I don’t want to only prune a branch here and a branch there; rather I want the whole tree 

out! Hand it over to me, the whole outfit, all of your desires, all of your wants and wishes and dreams. Turn them 

ALL over to me, give yourself to me and I will make of you a new self---in my image. Give me yourself and in 

exchange I will give you Myself. My will, shall become your will. My heart, shall become your heart.” (C.S. Lewis) 

 

Our denomination is blessed with many gifted people, but not all of us are willing to fulfil God’s calling. Many of us 

are caught up in trying to fulfil our own calling. This seems to be the pathway for many of us.  

 

Paul reminded the church in Rome of the great importance of using their gift within the body of Christ. It is when we 

use our gifts that the church is built. I have seen churches with many gifted members, but no one seems to be 

interested in getting involved with church ministry. I have also seen churches that use their gifts well, and the result 



	

	

is amazing. The church is vibrant; members are willing to be part of what is going on, visitors want to know what is 

happening inside the church. Talk about the rippling effect that happens when one takes a step forward.   

 

All of this will never happen, if we don’t exchange our heart for the heart of God. Only when we put on God’s heart, 

are we able to see and desire what God desires. 

 (Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 

 

Pray: God, reveal to us, how we can better serve our local, district, and national church with resources that ate 

essential and needed to carry out and accomplish the mission you have bestowed on us. Amen. 

 

  



	

	

January 10 

 

 

Daniel 6:3-5 “Becoming More Inclusive as a Church”. 

Daniel 6: 3 Daniel soon proved himself more capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of 
Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him over the entire empire. 
4 Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling 
government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was faithful, always responsible, and 
completely trustworthy. 5 So they concluded, “Our only chance of finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in 
connection with the rules of his religion.” (NLT) 
What are the sources of treating others badly in a situation where cultural diversity is a factor? 
In this situation there was jealousy by the officials of the host culture towards a Jewish ring-in who was taking the 
highly sought after top government job they thought one of them should have.  In my contact with refugees and 
first generation immigrants, I’ve noticed that most tend to only get the menial jobs.  Here was a one whom God had 
really gifted and who was being offered the top job. The only way they could get at Daniel was by attacking his 
religious practices.  His faith was strong enough to stand up against the pressure, at the risk of his safety and even 
his life.   
When it comes to power sharing and getting the best people in positions of responsibility, I wonder how we as a 
denomination do.  We may not send people physically to the lion’s den, but there are other ways of keeping people 
“in their place”.  The subterfuge used by the officials against Daniel can easily work its way into the church if we 
aren’t vigilant and take steps to make sure it doesn’t.   
In the church we don’t get to the active racism exhibited in this passage, and most of the time we act inclusively.  
However, when it comes to choosing our leaders and members of our boards, often they are not a reflection of the 
demographics of our church in terms of ethnicity, gender or age, simply because we don’t bring it to the forefront of 
our minds.  Let us prayerfully consider the needs of all of our ethnic groups, as well as the other demographics in all 



	

	

of our districts, by applying our minds in our conference to become more inclusive as a church as we consider 
positions of responsibility during our elections. 
 (Rev Phil Hotchkin)  
 
Pray: Father as we consider “Building Diversity of Leaders”, let us prayerfully consider the needs of all our ethnic 
groups, as well as the other demographics in all of our districts, by applying our minds in our conference to become 
more inclusive as a church as we consider positions of responsibility during our elections. Amen. 
 

  



	

	

January 11 

 

 

Vision Of Our Church 

Colossians 1:9 – So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you 

complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

 

Proverb 29:18a “18 Where there is no vision, the people perish;”  

Where there is no vision, the people perish. The Hebrew word paw-rah' means “to perish”. Paw-rah' was 

the word used in a biblical proverb where a woman's hair was let flow out of its covering (hairband). Unconstrained 

in the wind her hair is directionless and blown in all directions. 

 

What joy we have, knowing our God is a visionary God. God took on the mission of reconciling the world to Himself, 

through His Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ. This was not an easy mission, but a necessary one. For in order to fulfill 

His vision, God took on the form of a man, to save all from eternal destruction.  

 

I am excited about our vision and mission statement. “Celebrating every time a disciple makes a disciple.” In order 

for this to happen, we need prayer warriors to be praying. We need to pray for knowledge and spiritual wisdom for 

all of our leaders; that the decision that are made, would see God’s vision and mission come to pass.  

(Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 

 



	

	

Pray: We thank you Lord for the vision of “Celebrating every time a disciple makes a disciple.” We ask that you 

would give us your wisdom and direction on how we can implement this to all our members. Amen.  



	

	

January 12 

 

 

Planting Kingdom-Minded Churches 

Acts 9:31 – The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and it became stronger as the 

believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in numbers. 

 

Church history tells us, that the Christians were not always treated so well. A phrase that comes to mind as I think 

about our text is; "the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church". Today throughout the world, Christians are 

still being persecuted. In Australia, there aren’t any physical persecution where people’s lives are taken, but we are 

not immune to being persecuted in other forms.   

The church in the book of Acts, had a time of peace throughout the region of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and it 

became stronger as believers lived in fear of the Lord. And of course the Holy Spirit’s presence brought 

encouragement to the church. The apostles preached the Word and others were set apart to take care of the elders 

in the church. Peace wasn’t always there for the church. As the church faced times of great persecution; it’s 

members spread and continued to share the Gospel of Salvation wherever they travelled.  

 

Today we have the same opportunity and we do have the presence of the Holy Spirit. Let us focus on building a 

church that focuses on building the Kingdom of God.                                                                                                                                         

(Rev ‘A ‘Ale) 

 

Pray: Holy Spirit helps us to plant churches that are effective in reaching out to our diverse community as we focus 

on building your Kingdom. Amen   



	

	

January 13 

 

 

Education Development 

Proverbs 18:15 – The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out. 

 

This verse encourages us that the more we desire to know something, the more we will understand it. There is also 

that sense of wanting to know more. The ears of the wise seek it. A wise man/woman seeks to get it by hearing; 

he/she listens to what others say, and especially such that are wiser and more knowing than himself/herself: so such 

as are wise to salvation, as they desire to know more of Christ and of divine things, the more they understand Christ. 

I have come to realize that the more we know God, the more we are at peace with situations that used to trouble us 

in the past.  

 

“… but the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives l i fe to those who have it.” (Ecclesiastes 

7:12) 
This verse reminds us of how knowledge can act as our defence and protection. Wealth and money cannot lengthen 

our life, but true wisdom will give spiritual life, and strengthen us as we serve God and others.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

How blessed we are to have Kingsley College. As a denomination, we need to support our college by encouraging 

our members to take on studies through Kingsley College. We need those who are gifted in teaching to teach. We 

need to take interest in our College and support it.  



	

	

Pray: Lord, we thank you for Kingsley College and for all of the Colleges that are helping in training and equipping 

our leaders for your ministry. We pray for wisdom, discernment, and innovation for Rev Kevin Brown and the College 

Board in the creation of educational formats that support the mission of our church. Encourage our members to 

support this ministry of ‘Educational Development’. Amen 

 

  



	

	

January 14 

 

 

Encountering God In Worship 

Our God who ‘sings’ 

Scripture Readings: Zeph 3:17; Psa 32:7; Psa 42:8; Job 35:10 

The above Scripture readings are four of my collection of Scripture memory verses. One amazing character of God is 

that He loves to sing. This is not a frivolous notion of who He is. There are two general principles of interpretation of 

Scripture among others. Firstly interpret Scripture as literally as possible. Secondly, let Scripture speaks for itself 

untainted by church traditions or preconceived ideas. Each of the four verses describes specifically our God who 

sings and there is no other way we can explain away what Scripture says.  

Firstly, He is a God who rejoices over His people (Zeph 3:17). We take the liberty of applying this to us by picturing 

in the canvass of our imagination, our Heavenly Father who sings over us because we are His children; each and 

every one of us purchased by the blood of His Son. Secondly He is a God who surrounds us with songs of 

deliverance in times of trials (Psa 32:7). Like a caring Father, His songs of deliverance ease our pain and give us 

courage to carry on no matter how difficult our journey lies ahead. Thirdly, like a loving mother singing a lullaby, our 

God sings to give us a peaceful rest (Psa 42:8; Job 35:10). Earlier on the psalmist complains of his depressive feeling 

(Psa 42:5) but almost in the same breadth he is reminded of our God who sings us to sleep. This is our God who 

gives songs in the night (Job 35:10). Our night may be nights of sleeplessness over the worries and cares of life. But 

doesn’t the Word of God says, He gives his beloved sleep? (Psa 127:2). Certainly His songs in the night will do that. 

How and in what manner the songs of the Lord occur will remain a great mystery. Will we hear His songs audibly? 

Will we sense His songs in our spirit? We may not have much success solving this interesting mystery but if we truly 



	

	

believe what the Word of God says, then we have a heavenly Father who loves to sing.  More importantly how do 

we respond to our God who rejoices over us with singing and comforts us in trials with songs in the night? Shouldn’t 

we spend more time in His sweet presence? John Calvin used the phrase, ‘God created us to live corum Deo’, 

meaning God created us to live before the face of God. Let us be encouraged to spend more time in God’s holy 

presence.  

Heavenly Father, forgive me for the times I have not trusted you for comfort and for the times I allow myself to go 

through pain and sleepless nights without looking to you for strength. Heavenly Father, let me hear your songs of 

rejoicing over me in my spirit. Let me feel the comfort of your songs of deliverance and the calm assurance of your 

peace and security in the night. Let me picture myself in the warmness of Your embrace as I listen in my spirit Your 

songs in the night. In Jesus Name I pray, AMEN. 

 (Rev Dr PL) 

 

Pray: God touch the heart of all who “Worship” you in the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia; so that they 

would know and experience the Holy Spirit’s transforming power, as each individual “Encounters” Jesus our Lord 

and Savior.  Amen 

 

  



	

	

January 15 

 

 

FINISHING WELL. 

James 1:12... ‘God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown 

of life that God has promised to those who love him.’ 

Believe it or not I used to be a pretty good runner back in the day (I’m laughing as I write this). However, I was never 

very good at running the 100m sprint. I remember older more ‘experienced’ people telling me that my body shape 

was perfect for sprinting.  But, for some reason I was much better at running long distance.  I remember having the 

pleasure of watching my two eldest children compete in a cross country race.  I must admit I was looking forward to 

it because both children were – and still are - exceptional runners, one of them breaking their school’s ‘3 year 

standing record’ for cross country by 1 min. 40 secs. You may think that I was expecting BIG things from my kids, 

but unfortunately both children went into their races with leg injuries; one, his ankle; the other, her knee.  They tried 

their best, they did their best, and they never gave up – nearly but never – and I was very proud of them.  Alas, no 

places for the McGill kids that day, but I learned something.  Life is like a race, not a quick sprint but a long 

endurance run.  And, just like a cross-country race, sometimes we run through trials, tests, or temptations... 

everyone does (even pastors J). Maybe 2019 has been an injury-plagued season for you. These injuries hurt, they 

slow us down, but what is important for the believer is not so much how they start the race but how they finish the 

race; that’s one reason why you are called a believer… you continue to believe.  You may not be a “super-Christian” 

like your friends, but God wants you to try your best, do your best, and never give up.  And if you do that you can 

hold your head high when your time is up on earth to receive the crown of life – eternal real life – that only God can 

reward you with. So, from here on, aim to patiently endure and finish well. (Rev Iain McGill) 



	

	

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, I know that you love us as your church. You know that we have had some “injuries” in 

our lives. Thank you that you are cheering us on to finish well. Please give us the strength to run through the tough 

times that come our way today and the vision and faith to believe your promise, to overcome testing and 

temptation, and to receive our reward from you. Amen      


